between the Positive and the Negative Characters. The contrast
is made on the basis of Ibsenism; the Positive Characters are true
blue Ibsenites; the Negative Characters, one an Ibsenite passing
for such merely on the strength of a conduct-certificate, and the
others to whom the very name of Ibsen is anathema. Though
Shaw greatly admired Ibsen, he was no Tbsenite and presents the
Ibsenites in the play with detachment.
Among those who take a negative attitude to change in the Ibsenite
direction, Cuthbertson is the leader. He is described as "the
leading representative of manly sentiment in London.** He some-
times feels that he should take a poker and " fetch the bust of
Ibsen a wipe across the nose." He thinks that Charteris is no
" manly man " and that Julia is a u womanly woman." He is
disgusted with the habit of women smoking and thinks that it is
not natural for their sex. He thinks that the tone of the Ibsen
club is low because its women members " earn their own living."
He does not jest like Charteris at sacred things. He thanks Heaven
that he belongs to the " Old Order." He always believed in a
true English wife and a happy, wholesome fireside." But he
and his mother were too much for his wife and she had to separate
from them.
Col. Daniel Craven is Shaw's stock satirical portrait of the military
man. " He affects the bluff simple veteran " and is, ** a good-
naturedly impulsive, credulous person." Like Cuthbertson he
accepts the old order with unquestioning credulity, an attitude
encouraged by his military career which in Shaw's opinion is no
training ground for original thinking. When the lady he loved
preferred Cuthbertson to himself, he " took his defeat well"
We are unable to understand what else he could have done! He
later u married for money." When Paramore's disease is exploded,
he reverts to his original manly life of Champagne, beefsteak,
thoughtlessness, independence of book-reading as well as extra-
churchgoing. The " old boy" in spite of his mannerisms and
beefsteaks remains dramatically anaemic.
Of the *' Manly woman " interested in the ** Scandinavian humbug,*'
Mrs, Grace Transfield is the elder, *' She is about 32, slight of
build, delicate of feature, and sensitive in expression.........her well
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